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PROTECTING ADOPTED CHILDREN
ACT

(Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Madam Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of the Protecting Adopted Chil-
dren Act, which was introduced by
Congressman JIM LANGEVIN this after-
noon.

By now, we have all read the reports
about adopted children who have been
“rehomed”’ by their legal adoptive par-
ents. These children usually end up in
the custody of strangers through ar-
rangements that are often illegally
made online in hidden Internet groups.

In order to combat these transfers,
Representatives JIM LANGEVIN, ROB
WITTMAN, and I have crafted legislation
that provides protections and support
services for adopted children and their
families.

This legislation provides a more sta-
ble home for children with pre and
postadoptive support services, such as
training and counseling for parents,
mentoring, and treatment services spe-
cifically for adopted children.

The bill also expands the scope of the
preexisting Internet Crimes Against
Children Task Force under the Depart-
ment of Justice to include combating
the illegal transfer of a child.

I firmly believe that this measure
gives law enforcement the tools it
needs to combat illegal transfers,
which we have learned through inves-
tigative reporting, typically take place
online.

We must be committed to helping
these children succeed in a family that
they may call their own.

———

2015 CONGRESSIONAL ART
COMPETITION

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, over the weekend, I
was thrilled to be at the Winkler Gal-
lery of Fine Art in DuBois, Pennsyl-
vania, for the 2015 Congressional Art
Competition awards ceremony for my
congressional district.

The Congressional Art Competition
began in 1982 to recognize and encour-
age artistic talent among U.S. high
school students. This year, I had the
honor to serve as cochair of the annual
national competition.

Madam Speaker, this year, I was
blown away by the quality of work and
the levels of creativity by the students
in Pennsylvania’s Fifth Congressional
District.

This year’s first place winner, deter-
mined by an independent panel, is Leah
Kleiner of Waterford, Pennsylvania.
Leah, whose work is titled ‘‘Little
Brother,” attends Fort LeBoeuf High
School in Erie County.

I am looking forward to hosting Leah
in Washington this summer and dis-
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playing her award-winning work in the
Halls of the Capitol Building.

This year’s second and third place
winners are Bethany Stoddard of
DuBois and Madelyn Ostermann of
Summit Township, respectively. Nat-
alie Haupt of Oil City and Caitlin Cesa
of Sandy Township both received hon-
orable mentions.

I would like to congratulate all of
this year’s winners and thank everyone
who participated in this fun and excit-
ing competition.

————

STANDING WITH THE PEOPLE OF
NEPAL

(Ms. DELBENE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DELBENE. Madam Speaker, our
thoughts are with the people of Nepal
and their families.

My heart sank when I heard about
the 7.8 magnitude earthquake and its
unthinkable devastation. It is esti-
mated that thousands of people have
died, and more are missing.

Three of those still missing are con-
stituents of Washington’s First Dis-
trict. These people are pillars of our
community: retired special education
teacher Doreen Richmond, retired Bel-
lingham firefighter Jim Lane, and
small-business owner Jeannie DeBari.

I want to do everything I can to as-
sist and support their families during
this difficult time. I will continue to
pray for their safety and their return
home. I was glad to see the State De-
partment provide $10 million in initial
disaster assistance.

To the people of Nepal and those af-
fected in the region or here at home,
know that the United States stands
with you during this tragic time.

————

FREE NADIYA SAVCHENKO

(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Madam Speaker,
since July of last year, Nadiya
Savchenko, a member of the Ukrainian
parliament and a military veteran, has
been unlawfully detained by Russian
authorities—her crime, unsubstan-
tiated charges stemming from her de-
fense of her nation against Russian
military aggression.

For months, Ms. Savchenko has been
incarcerated in Russia, in clear viola-
tion of her human rights and inter-
national standards. As Russia tries to
redraw the world’s borders, Ms.
Savchenko has become the face of both
Russian lawlessness and UKkrainian re-
sistance.

This evening, I join with the free peo-
ple of Ukraine in demanding Russia
free Savchenko and call on this body
and this administration to utilize all
legislative and diplomatic means to se-
cure her long-overdue release.

That is why I have joined with other
lawmakers in introducing H. Res. 50,
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which calls for an end to this injustice
and reaffirms the United States’ com-
mitment to a democratic Ukraine free
from Russian interference.

Together, we must free Savchenko
and push back against Russia’s contin-
ued threat to freedom.

————

COMMITMENT TO CRIMINAL
JUSTICE REFORM

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker,
we all watched with great concern and
horror the tragic funeral of Freddie
Gray and then the enormous out-
pouring of violence and young people
taking to the streets in Baltimore.

We commend our colleague Congress-
man CUMMINGS and the many other
citizens—pastors—who went to the
streets and called for peace, but it is
important for this Congress to stand up
and call for criminal justice reform be-
cause, as we move into the summer, I
express great concern as to the reac-
tions of young people who are unem-
ployed, who feel oppressed, and feel
that no one cares.

I will be introducing—and have intro-
duced—the Build TRUST bill; the
CADET bill that collects data on lethal
force between civilians and police; a
bill on prison reform—giving good
time, 1 day of incarceration, 1 day of
good time—to provide for early release
of nonviolent prisoners.

At the same time, I will be asking for
legislation that will provide the same
reporting requirements for private
prisons as public prisons, as well as
grand jury reform, among others.

The important point is that the Na-
tion needs to hear this Congress make
a statement of their commitment to
criminal justice reform.

I look forward to working with my
colleagues and introducing legislation
that will draw bipartisan support so
that we can respond to these tragedies
and get America on the right footing
and rebuild the trust between police
and the community.

———

PROTECTING ADOPTED CHILDREN
ACT

(Mr. WITTMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WITTMAN. Madam Speaker,
today, too many children are falling
victim to a system of adoption that
lacks necessary oversight.

Horrifying stories have come to light
about children being ‘‘rehomed’” into
the custody of strangers through dubi-
ous or even illegal arrangements. As a
child of adoption myself, I am person-
ally invested in this issue.

I am proud to be an original cospon-
sor of the Protecting Adopted Children
Act today to reduce that risk and bet-
ter help these children find stable, lov-
ing homes and to improve support serv-
ices for adoptive parents.
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